
VOLUME H. APRIL, 1904. No. 4. 

~ourltal 
of tbe 

@riginal <rommunications. 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
By THE COMMANDANT. 

IN continuation of the account of the proposed buildings of 
the Royal Army Medical College, a bird's-eye view and the plans 
of the Mess and Officers' Quarters Block are presented to our 
readers in this number. 

This block lies to the east (toward the river) of the labora
tory block previously described, separated from it by a passage 
for access by tradesmen to the two buildings. It occupies a 
space in the shape of a right-angled triangle, whose acute angles 
are truncated. Its northern side measures 175, and its eastern 
side 150 feet. The style of architecture is in keeping with 
that of the other buildings in the enclosure. 

It is to consist. of a basement, an upper and lower ground 
floor and three storeys, forming the mess, with its offices, the 
Commandant's house, and quarters for the officers under 
instruction. 

The basement is devoted to hot-water pipe subways, cellarage, 
and the boiler house. 

The lower ground floor contains: In the oblong block 
parallel with the laboratory block,· the kitchen and scullery 
placed centrally, flanked by yards to the north and south, by a 
coal store to the west, and a corridor to the east. 
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The Commandant's house is to the north of the north yard, 
and the larder, boot-room, &c., to the south of the south yard. 

The mess waiters' room, store room, messman's office, &c., 
are on the east side of the corridor. 

A limb projecting at right angles to and from the centre of 
this block, and with short limbs jutting out from it, one from 
its centre to the south and the other from its extremity 
towards the' north, contains, in the order given from west to 
east: the pantry, safes, plate room, mess waiters' dormitory, 
a billiard room for two tables, the entrance hall, a visitors' 
room, and lavatories. Lifts for sending up coals to the quarters 
and dinner from the kitchen to the officers' mess - room com
mence on this floor. 

The kitchen and scullery cease on the level of the upper 
ground floor. On this floor are the messman's living rooms in 
the south portion of the main block, and the Commandant's 
house is to the north. 

Two quarters for senior officers are III the centre of the 
block and to the west of the corridor, which is repeated on 
this floor, two more to the south-east of the corridor, and one 
is interposed between the long limb and the Commandant's 
house. 

The long limb contains the serving room, the mess-room, and the 
ante-room. 

The mess-room' measures 50 by 35 feet, and the ante-room 
45 by 35 feet; both are two storeys high, and they can be thrown 
into one by the opening of folding doors. 

The smoking room is also on this floor, and between it and 
the ante-room is a balcony, which is over the entrance. The 
ante-room and the smoking room look over the river. 

On the first floor the main block is taken up by officers' 
quarters. 

The long limb has in it the upper parts of the serving 
room, the mess-room (with a band alcove), the ante-room, and 
of the smoking room, and there is a card room over the 
balcony. 

The second and third ,floors are entirely occupied by officers' 
quarters. There are quarters for seventy-seven officers in all, 
exclusive of the Commandant. Well-lighted corridors run 
through the long axes of the buildings, into which the quarters 



ILl 
U 
( 
.J 
n. 

>
(0 

Z 
o 
(/) 

z 
o 
n. 

OUNOONALD 

IJ!: 
, .J I , , 

, I 
, ' ".' 

STREET 

I-
III 
III 
0: 
I-
U) 

>-
0: 

J 
m 
0: 
W 

I-
I-
« 

BLOCK PLAN OF R.A.M.C. COLLEGE BUILDINGS SHOWING RELATION TO A.S.C. 
BARRACKS AND LOCALITY. 
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open. The ·quarters themselves are roomy, and each has its 
fireplace, the bulk of the building being warmed by means of 
hot-water pipes. 

Bath-rooms for hot and cold water baths are provided in 
the proportion of one to every six quarters. On each landing 
there is a brushing and cleaning room for the officers' clothes. 

The blocks together will form a very worthy place of dwelling 
and study for the Medical Officers of the Army, and will 
surely tend to attract, for the purpose of scientific and social 
intercourse, all who find themselves in London, whether on 
returning from foreign statIons or pn leave from home stations. 


