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Tributes to Dr Bill Frankland from Friends of Millbank 

1. Colonel Jim Hardy L/RADC (4 April 2020) 

Bill Frankland.  I have a tale to tell.  Probably about five years ago now, Jean and I were driving back 
from France on a Sunday morning and tuned in on Radio 4 to Desert Island Discs and listened with 
rapt interest and amazement as Kirsty Young interviewed Bill Frankland.1,2   
 

“For your final choice?” Dr William Frankland at one hundred and three, the oldest guest ever to 
appear in the London studio of the BBC’s Desert Island Discs, chose Elgar’s Nimrod in tribute to his 

fallen comrades while recalling his deliverance from Far East imprisonment.3 
 
We just wanted to know so much more about this incredible character, who then was still continuing 
to work in his Harley Street Practice but always with a chaperone.  During the interview he 
mentioned that during WW2 he had served in the RAMC. 
 
At the time I was a Trustee of the AMS Museum (M3) and Pete Starling was the Museum Director.  I 
mentioned the interview on Desert Island Discs to Pete and said Bill Frankland really was someone 
worth interviewing and I know that Pete went and made an Oral History recording of Bill, so all is not 
lost, somewhere in the M3 archive lies the recording Pete made. 
 
Another incident relating to Bill Frankland occurred following the Cenotaph Remembrance Sunday 
parade which the RADC now has quite a sizeable contingent taking part in with the RAVC.  We had 
'fallen out' after the parade and I was walking back down Whitehall trying to meet up with my 
daughter Olivia when I was stopped by a photographer who asked if he could take my photograph.  I 
asked him why and he said that for several years he had been attending the parade and 
photographing Veterans.  I told him that although I had served all my career as a dentist in the RADC 
I did not feel I warranted having my photograph taken.  However he insisted but I did say to him 
someone who would be really worth photographing was Bill Frankland and I said I would contact Bill 
and ask him if he was willing to have some photographs taken by this guy.  The next day I phoned 
Bill, told him who I was and that I was a Trustee of the AMS Museum (M3) and asked whether he 
would mind a photographer coming to see him to take some photographs.  He was delighted and 
the photographer (I have his details still should you wish to be in touch) went the very next day and 
took several pictures. 
 
During my conversation with Bill he told me that one of his daughters lived in Farnham.  I asked if he 
came to Farnham ever to visit his daughter and he said he did and I told him that the next time he 
visited he would be very welcome to come and have lunch.  Unfortunately he was not able to take 
us up on that offer. 
 

                                                           
1
 Well remembered: BBC Radio 4 - Desert Island Disks (9 August 2015), ‘Dr Bill Frankland, allergy specialist, is 

interviewed by Kirsty Young.’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b064x7dv and 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b064x7dv/clips 
 
2
 BBC Radio 4 – Desert Island Disks (clip, 9 August 2015), Dr Bill Frankland: 'I’ve enjoyed all my life despite all 

my near-misses' https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02z0bpl 
 
3
 John J Turner, in Hektoen International (A Journal of Medical Humanities): ‘Grandfather of allergy: Dr Bill 

Frankland, the ardent centenarian’ https://hekint.org/2019/05/20/grandfather-of-allergy-dr-bill-frankland-the-
ardent-centenarian/ 
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He was also an active member of the Royal Society of Medicine (RSM) and several years ago Jean 
and I were attending the Remembrance Ceremony that is held at the RSM prior to Remembrance 
Sunday.  On this occasion Bill turned up on his own looking very sprightly and after the ceremony we 
had quite a long chat with him over a glass of wine or two. 
 
He was an absolutely amazing character and what a privilege to have had the opportunity to meet 
up with him. 
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